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Software from the Internet; this.In the first of a two-part series celebrating 100 years since the founding of the International

Blind Sports Federation (IBSA), we look at how some of the sport’s greatest achievements have been achieved by the blind. A
century ago, the blind had to fight for access to sports stadiums, let alone participate in sports events. In the early 20th Century,

they were banned from the Great Britain Olympic teams even though they were members of their own Paralympic teams.
Despite these challenges, they have managed to break down barriers through their sheer determination and dedication. As the

first world war approached, many blind people served with the British armed forces. They wanted to join sports teams to feel a
part of the world and to keep fit, but were refused access. Eventually the Sports Council was convinced and the first Olympic
Games for the blind took place in Athens in 1896. The first blind wrestler and sprinter emerged, with Vivian Louise McNeill

taking a bronze medal in the high jump and Florence Stratton taking silver in the 100m. Yet they have achieved more in recent
years with the Disability sports movement. Disability sport is a sub-category within Olympic sport, and the Paralympic Games
follows on from the Olympics. For the 2016 Rio Olympics, the website of the International Paralympic Committee says: “We

are aiming to secure our position as the fastest growing sport on the planet.” More than 60 different sports were included in the
2016 games and they were hosted by Brazil. Disability sport is not confined to people with physical disabilities. Media playback
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is unsupported on your device Media caption 100 years of Paralympic sport It includes blind and visually impaired sport,
cerebral palsy, amputee sport, sport for people with mental health and learning disabilities and sport for athletes with some

intellectual impairment. Disability sport is thought to be the fastest growing sport globally, with some 14 million participants
around the world. This number could be as high as 70 million if Paralympic and Olympic sport is taken into account, which is

where the International Blind Sports Federation comes in. The 1cb139a0ed
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