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their entrances, and one man in his time plays many parts. - William Shakespeare, As You Like It, III.ii.91-92 Saturday, February 19, 2009 On Hollywood's Child Poverty It is now a yearly ritual that The Children's Defense Fund, a child advocacy group, publishes a report that states that the "child poverty rate" in the United States has been reported at 19 percent. There are those who suspect that this is simply a way of taking the most mind-numbing of statistics—the

definition of poverty—and saying something that is useful in terms of political advocacy. This is particularly true when the numbers are moved around, adjusted so that "underemployment" in fact is unemployment, so that the number of children living in a household with no means of support is actually higher than previously thought. There are other factors to consider. For example, the recession has taken a severe toll on the economies in several states, particularly in
the Midwestern United States. In fact, as I have reported here recently, there has been a rise in the rate of children from low-income households living in the home of non-parent adults. The unemployment rate for children in the United States is, at this point, twice as high as among the adult population. Another factor not mentioned in the Children's Defense Fund report is that the number of children living at home with an unemployed parent are twice as likely to have

a parent with no job skills. It is fair to say that there are far more single mothers than ever before, in large part due to the increased levels of poverty among women. The use of welfare as a measure of poverty is a major contributor to this. The truth is that while the poverty rate has risen, when we take into account that there
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