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Smalltalk-style selector confusion (on the
topic of the Smalltalk system) As a

schoolboy I loved playing with the Smalltalk
system and I'm now studying it a little more
closely to see how that feeling I experienced
might be transferred into, or reversed into
something useful. However, I've realised

that there's a small part of me that is
actually feeling conflicted about this. So I'm
trying to find out how my feelings are, so I

can attempt to articulate them, so I can
begin to see how I might be able to avoid
feeling that way in the future, and give
myself license to enjoy programming in

Smalltalk if I want to, without making the
feeling itself a reason to not want to. The
author of the "Smalltalk for experienced
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programmers" (Steve Freeman and Peter
van Roy) talks about patterns a fair bit, and

as I said above, I really really enjoy the
underlying philosophy of Smalltalk. I love

the way it (hopefully) teaches me to think,
such that I get used to the feeling I get
when I code Smalltalk, and can even be
almost-automatically productive, it's just

different. When I look at others' code, and I
read their comments (I often hear myself

saying, "Is it really _that_ _bad_?", in a vain
attempt at maintaining a sense of calm) I'm
often struck by how ridiculous it seems to
me, how dense and elaborate the object-
oriented structures are, in comparison to

Smalltalk. I really, really want to
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