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Inventor 2013 (1) Autodesk Inventor 2013.The opinions expressed by columnists
are their own and do not necessarily represent the views of Townhall.com. If you
and your spouse loved watching the TV show “Friends” and loved the character

Ross Geller, you may have to get used to seeing a lot less of that character on
your TV screen. Yes, Hollywood is taking the message of the Book of Matthew (“For
where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | there among them.”) to
heart. The apocalyptic “end times” narratives are losing their appeal for
Hollywood, what with the higher production budgets demanded by the studios.

Like “House of Cards,” the upcoming movie “The Great Wall” will cost a reported

$150 million to produce. The future of Hollywood is giving the glory to scriptwriters

and producers and not the actors and directors. That’s the message of a new book
by Larry Crandall, who was a co-writer on “Friends” for five seasons. In “Friends:

The Seinfeld Chronicles,” Crandall reminds us that while Hollywood may be “the

place where dreams are made,” it's a tough place to make your dreams come
true. So what happened? Crandall believes it was the rejection of Ross Geller from
Yale University. Crandall wrote the episode, “The One With The Turtle,” which
never aired on the show, but is the best viewed among the “Friends” episodes by
fans. Crandall says, “People were saying, ‘You've just alienated the American
public, and you're going to have a difficult time in Hollywood.’” Yes, Ross Geller
got rejected, but in Hollywood you really have to get rejection. Crandall learned as
a young writer how to handle rejection. At 17, Crandall was rejected by a small
college newspaper in a story he wrote about a “guy on his back with a very
beautiful woman with one leg in the air, and, yes, he® 6d1f23a050
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