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starting to break down as the
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virus seeps into the medical
sector. In an effort to speed up

the production of personal
protective equipment (PPE) for
frontline health workers, the
World Health Organization

(WHO) is asking fabric
manufacturers to “wake up the

spigots” and join the cause. “The
whole world’s shipping ports are
blocked, there are no trains or

planes, all the roads are blocked.
All the global mobility is
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stopped,” says WHO director-
general Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesus. “We know that
with some flexibility we can

make a turnaround.” Medicine is
a cyclic industry and we know
what we need in a Covid-19

pandemic, but we cannot just
make what we need on short

notice Ghebreyesus delivered his
speech on Monday at the World

Health Assembly (WHA) in
Geneva, Switzerland. The WHA is
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the top United Nations body on
global health. His call is for more

countries to look to the
manufacturing sector to scale up

production for the healthcare
sector, rather than wait until

local industry has the capacity to
manufacture and distribute
enough supplies. One of the
biggest problems in bringing

medical supplies to market is the
cyclic nature of the business.
Medicine is a cycl 6d1f23a050
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