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set up a special appeals body to hear hearings into the cases of three Canadians on
death row in the United States. Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould, who is
responsible for the federal Criminal Code, told members of Parliament the move
was intended to allow for "fair process" in the case of Michael Doody, David
Milgaard and Robert Widdowson. Milgaard, whose term is up for parole in New
Jersey, is waiting to be transferred back to Canada to face a murder charge in
Newfoundland. Doody's case is on hold as he serves life in a Utah prison.
Widdowson's case is also being reviewed by a separate panel of judges in a New
Mexico prison. "Over the last three years, there has been one botched execution in
the United States," Wilson-Raybould said at the Commons justice committee on
Monday. "This is not in Canada's interest and this is not in the best interest of the
people whose rights have been abridged." Scottish journalist Doody, 46, was
originally sentenced to death in 2005 for the 1998 fatal shooting of Anchorage
police officer Robert Hansen during an armed robbery. He has been serving a life
sentence since then but in February a U.S. Supreme Court ruled he should be
transferred to a second execution date. Doody's original execution was halted when
he learned his cellmate was slated to be killed by execution officials. The U.S. high
court later ruled that a new execution date for Doody would not violate the
Constitution. Widdowson, 48, was sentenced to life in prison in 2010 after being
found guilty in the 2007 killing of his wife
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