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the album offers a glimpse into the mind of prince and the magical aura he creates, but also
highlights his outstanding talent as a writer and songwriter. on the ladder, which prince wrote,
recorded and produced, he explores the spiritual paths of buddhism, hinduism and theosophy. he
also touches on issues ranging from the environment, war, the power of love, the nature of god and
the power of the mind. released in february 1985, purple rain was a phenomenal success. a
soundtrack album, it gave prince the opportunity to express his own musical vision, one where guitar
riffs are replaced by synthetic sounds and funkadelic riffs, adding his own backing vocals and even
taking a break from the band to record his narration for the songs. its huge impact on popular music
can be felt today; its influence is apparent in britains massive use of synthesizers on dance tracks,
the pop music of the 90s, the electronic music of the 00s, the rap of the noughties and even rock
music today. the album also had a dramatic impact on prince himself, who spent the rest of his
career trying to match its success. indeed, he broke his own record with the success of diamonds
and pearls in december 2000, selling 8 million copies in the us, and the albums success has resulted
in it being ranked number 25 on rolling stones list of the 500 greatest albums of all time. as well as
being a huge success, purple rain had a lasting impact on prince. he had started his career as a
singer, writing songs like wanna be your lover, but purple rain changed his musical direction,
although not necessarily in a good way. with the style he adopted with the album, prince became
more interested in wearing a mask and pushing his music in a direction that alienated some of his
fans. he played with his image and developed his image. for example, the albums cover and title,
with an almost disneyfied prince, were intended to make it clear to his fans that this album was not a
continuation of his work with the revolution. the album included a link to a profile of prince on the
ladies home journal website and a music video for letitgo which was essentially a supercut of the
purple rain tour, all of which reinforced the image of prince as an entity separate from his old band.
in reality, the album is just as much a rejection of his former self as it is an embrace of the new. its 9
songs are a demonstration of this, with when doves cry and anotherloverholenyohead being
musically very similar to the previous album, yet lyrically more introspective. the same is true of the
songs the ladder and the two of us, which are much more direct and emotional than anything from
the revolution. the album proved to be a commercial success, but although it would be the albums
only uk top ten single, a number of fans were outraged by its lack of hits. sign o the times which was
released as a single in japan, has become a fan favourite, while purple rain and when doves cry have
become staples in the prince canon.
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